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The heavy cruiser USS Indianapolis left Tinian on July 28, 1945 after 

delivering the components for the atomic bombs.  It was on its way to join 

the invasion fleet massing for the invasion of Japan.  The ensuing story goes 

in the annals of Naval history as one of the great boondoggles of all time.  

Two days out of Tinian in the dark of night a Japanese submarine put two 

torpedoes into the Cruiser causing irreparable damage.  It sank in 12 minutes 

taking 1139 sailors into the water.  Out of an estimated 800 who escaped 

into the dark Pacific night waters, only 317 survived.  Stories of shark 

attacks, bitter cold nights in the water, and other miseries are told by living 

survivors.  Read the testimony of Captain McVay who was court-martialed 

and eventually committed suicide only to be vindicated and pardoned in 

1994.  This story has it all.  Mystery, suspense intrigue and magnificent 

stories of valor and bravery.  The author was raised in Indiana, The PBY 

pilot, Adrian Marks was a life long resident of Indiana and the ship was 



named after the capital city.  This is an Indiana based story that should be 

known by every Hoosier.  Contact the author for further information 

Available in all e-formats including Amazon Kindle or available in soft 

cover from:   
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