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Brigadier General Corey Jefferson Wright (Retired) died August 10, 2011, after a long fight with Alzheimer’s disease, at the Goodwill Mennonite Home in Grantsville, Maryland. He was 82. General Wright was born in Omaha, Nebraska on October 12, 1928. He was proceeded in death by his wife Julia L. Wright, his mother Iris M. Wright, and father Corey J. Wright, Sr. He is survived by his brother Thomas I. Wright of Omaha, and his daughters Merri Jo Wright and her husband John (Buddy) Garrett of Adamstown, Maryland, and Suzanne M. Wright and her husband John E. Taube of Cumberland, Maryland, along with three grandchildren, John Corey Garrett, Murphy Taube, and Jack Taube.

General Wright graduated in 1946 from Central High School in Omaha where he lettered in football, baseball, and basketball. Upon his graduation from the University of Iowa in 1950 he was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant of Infantry through the ROTC. His first command was the 101st Airborne Division in Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky. He received his Regular Army commission in 1952. In 1953, General Wright departed for duty in Korea where he debriefed officer POWs released from captivity at the end of the conflict. In 1954 he was transferred to Japan where he served for 2 years in Far East Theater Intelligence duties. He returned to the U.S. as a captain posted at Fort Carson, Colorado, and then was assigned to Gannon College in Erie, Pennsylvania for a three-year ROTC term as Assistant Professor of Military Science. 

General Wright was posted in Germany from 1961 to1964, initially in Fulda, and then with the 24th Infantry Division as the S-3, 1st Battle group, 21st Infantry, and finally as the Executive Officer, 1st Battalion, 21st Infantry with duty in Munich and Berlin. Returning to the U.S. he attended Command and General Staff College and obtained his Masters of Business Administration at Syracuse University in 1966. He served in Vietnam from September of 1966 to August of 1967, first as an assistant G-1, USARV and then as the commanding officer , 1st battalion, 12th Infantry, 4th Division in the Central Highlands. 

He was assigned to Washington, D.C. in 1967, where he served in the office of the Director of the Army Budget as a budget analyst until he became the Executive to the Director of the Army Budget. He attended the Army War College from 1970-1971 and returned to serve as Assistant Director of Operations in the Office of the Deputy chief of Staff for Operations in 1972. General Wright was then assigned to the U. S. Army Training and Doctrine command as Assistant Deputy Chief of staff, Resource Management in Fort Monroe, Virginia. In 1976 he assumed duty as commanding General, U. S. Army Training Support Center at Ft. Eustis, Virginia. 

General Wright returned to serve in the Pentagon from 1976 to 1980, first as Director of Operations and Maintenance, and then as the Director of the Army Budget, where he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal for successfully executing multibillion-dollar budgets for the U.S. Army. His other decorations and awards include the Silver Star, the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Air Medal with 5 Oak Leaf Clusters, the Army Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Purple Heart, the Combat Infantryman Badge and the Parachutist Badge.

General Wright retired from active duty in November of 1980.  He then joined the faculty of the Whitman School of Management at Syracuse University where he served as the Director of the Army Comptrollership Program from 1981 to 1996.  During his time in Syracuse he was an active member of the Downtown YMCA where he enjoyed playing racket sports and serving on the Board of Directors.

General Wright was lovingly cared for in the last years of his life by the staff of Buckingham’s Choice in Adamstown, Maryland and the Goodwill Mennonite Home in Grantsville, Maryland. Funeral services and internment with full military honors will be at Arlington National Cemetery on, Monday, December 5th at 1:00 pm. Scarpelli Funeral Home, P.A., of Cumberland, Maryland, is in charge of the arrangements.

