History Royal Gimlet Clan and Gimlet Stick
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“DUTY”
21st Infantry Regiment, “Gimlet”
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Every unit in the United States Army has a nickname. These nicknames are often derived from battles past or other significant events in the unit’s history. A special designation in the U. S. Army is a "nickname granted to a military organization" which has been authorized by the Center of Military History and recognized through a certificate signed by the Chief of Military History. Once approved, these designations may only be used by the officially recognized units. So, how did the 21st Infantry Regiment earn the nickname Gimlet?
The Gimlet nickname traces its lineage back to inter-service rivalry on the athletic fields of the early 1920s. In 1921 a group of about twenty men organized under the leadership of Private Eugene Riley, E Company 21st Infantry Regiment, for the purpose of supporting the regimental athletic teams. This group called themselves the Gimlet Club of Royal Rooters and had for its motto “Bore Brother Bore!”  The ancient “Gimlet” tool became the iconic symbol of toughness for the Royal Rooters, thus the regimental nickname Gimlet.
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“The Gimlets”
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Left to Right:

1. unknown 2. Mickey Beardon, Jr. (Mascot) son of Bandleader Beardon 3. Conway, 3rd baseman
4. Lomasney 5. Atherton, 2nd baseman and quarterback 6. 1st Lt. Norman McNeill, coach and catcher
7. Kline, boxing promoter ~ 8. Mintinez, boxer 9. Cohan, boxer 10. Eugene Riley

11. Shaffer, pitcher 12. F. Thomas




Led by PFC Eugene Riley, 21st Infantry Regimental teams dominated every opponent they faced in every sport. Because of their tenacity on the athletic fields, these men became known Army wide as Gimlets. This group spread rapidly and the 21st Infantry Regiment soon became known as “Gimlets” throughout the Army.
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